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A snapshot of whatôs inside: 

Telephone:  (03) 51 323 100           Fax: (03) 51 323 133             Website: www.getgp.net.au  

On Thursday June 21, getGP held a combined registrar workshop. For the 
first time registrars from all training years (hospital, basic,  
advanced and subsequent) as well as some Gippsland-based medical  
students and some IMGôs attended our Churchill headquarters for a peer 
workshop. 
 
getGP likes to hold combined workshops a couple of times a year,  
especially to allow our hospital registrars the chance to mix with their  
practice-based colleagues. Our visiting Irish registrars taught us that during 
their hospital based GP training in Ireland, they really valued the  
opportunity to mix with practice-based registrars and also it gave them a 
sense that they were training for General Practice rather than just hospital 
service.  
 
This year we were indeed fortunate to get Professor John Murtagh to run a 
workshop on musculoskeletal disease. Credit for getting John to come is 
due in no small part to our current subsequent term group who expressed a 
desire for a visit from the ñProfò and also to our Director of Training, James 
Brown, who made the initial contact with him and got his agreement to  
attend. It was a very busy day, especially for the getGP admin staff. I think 
credit must go to them for managing to make the day run so smoothly. 
 
During the morning each peer group ran separate activities. In the  
afternoon we all got together and it was great to see our training room filled 
to where it was overflowing and again during the practical sessions, to see 
everyone getting up ñclose and personalò to practice some of the skills 
learned. I remember doing a workshop on spinal manipulation with  
Professor Murtagh back in 1984 and it was great to see that his teaching 
skills remain as good today, as I thought they were back then. It was  
apparent that part of the óProfsô agenda was to get GPôs back into the mode 
of doing procedural work. Evaluations of the day reflected that everyone 
seemed to find the workshop very worthwhile. I think itôs a tribute to  
Professor Murtagh that although he has been teaching for many years, 
people still find his presentations so inspiring. 
 
Weôre planning another combined workshop later in the year.  
  
A DVD  of Professor Murtaghôs workshop is available from the getGP library 
to borrow.  
 
  

PROFESSOR  

             JOHN MURTAGH  
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Hospital Terms: 
¶ Term 1: 5 February 2007 - 6 May 2007 
¶ Term 2: 7 May 2007 - 5 August 2007 
¶ Term 3: 6 August 2007 - 4 November 2007 
¶ Term 4: 5 November 2007 - 3 February 2008 

General Practice Terms: 
¶ Semester 1: 5 February 2007 - 5 August 2007 
¶ Semester 2: 6 August 2007 -  3 February 2008 

 

SEPTEMBER 2007  

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  Sunday  

     1 2 

3 
 

4 

EAST CLUSTER  

WEST CLUSTER 

5 
AGPT Round 2 
RTP Notification  

6 

 

7 8 
Round 2 
Interviews 
Commence 

9 

10 
 

11 
Board  
Teleconference  

12 
SOUTH CLUSTER 

13 

Supervisor  

Workshop  

14 
 

15 RACGP 
Exam 07.2 
Written 
Component 

16 

17 18 
GROG  
Teleconference  

19 
ROVE Meeting  

20 
B&A Workshop 

21 
2008 getGP 
Information Night 

22 
 

23 
Round 2 
Interviews 
Conclude 

24 
 

25 
CENTRAL  
CLUSTER 

26 27 
 

28 29 30 

 AUGUST 2007  

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  Sunday  

  1 2 3 
 

4 
 

5 

Term 2 End 

6 
Term 3 Start 

 

7 

EAST CLUSTER 

WEST CLUSTER 

8 
SOUTH CLUSTER 

9 
B&A Workshop 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 Round 1 
Interviews 
Conclude 

13 
GPET  
Convention 

14 
GPET  
Convention 

15 
GPET  
Convention 

16 
GPET  
Convention 

17 
GPET  
Convention 

18 19 

20 
Round 1  
Interview  
Outcomes Due 

21 
GROG  
Teleconference 

22 23  

Subsequent  

Workshop 

24 
 

25 ROVE  
Assessment 
Workshop 
Weekend 

26 ROVE  
Assessment  
Workshop  
Weekend 

27 
 

28 
CENTRAL  
CLUSTER 

29 
 

30 
B&A Residential 
Workshop 

31 
B&A Residential 
Workshop 

  

2007 Training Dates  

 

      Semester 2, 2007: 6 August 2007 - 3 February 2008    

getGP Education and Training Events  
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 Semester 2, 2007: 6 August 2007 - 3 February 2008       

 

Date  

 

Topic  

 

Time & 

Place  

For Further  

Information  

Contact:  

   16th Aug       
    2007 
 
   16th Aug       
    2007   

Diabetes 
 
 
Commonly Mismanaged Fractures 

7pm 
Place TBC 
 
6.30pm 
Bairnsdale 
 

Sara Kelly - SGDGP 

Phone:  (03) 5674 3105 

Adam DungeyðEGDGP 

Phone: (03) 5153 0383   

    23rd Aug 
    2007 

Family Bowel Cancer 6.30pm 
Bairnsdale 

Adam DungeyðEGDGP 

Phone: (03) 5153 0383    

     25th/26th  
    Aug 2007  

Annual Conference : An Eye on Adolescence,  
Caring for the Youth of South Gippsland   

Melbourne 
Zoo  

Sara Kelly - SGDGP 

Phone:  (03) 5674 3105  

    30th Aug         
    2007  

Chronic Pain Management   6.30pm  
Bairnsdale  

Adam DungeyðEGDGP 

Phone: (03) 5153 0383   

   6th Sept 
   2007  

Cardiology  7pm 
Rhythm 
Café 
Foster  

Sara Kelly - SGDGP 

Phone:  (03) 5674 3105   

    21 Sept  
   2007  

Red Flags in Orthopaedic Management  6.30pm 
Bairnsdale 

Adam Dungey-EGDGP 

Phone: (03) 5153 0383   

 
GIPPSLAND DIVISIONSõ ACTIVITIES 

PRACTICE CLINICAL EXAMS : Central West Gippsland Division of General Practice  
 
The Central West Gippsland Division of General Practice will once again be  
organising a four week series of practice clinical exams.  These practice exams will be held 
in the evenings of Wednesday 26

th
 September, Wednesdays -  3

rd
, 10

th
 & 17

th
 October 

2007.  
 
The venue will be in the Division office at 3 Ollerton Avenue, Moe.   Together with  assis-
tance from some willing and experienced GPôs, and other allied health  
professionals these four evenings will provide exam like conditions for the exam  
stations.   
To assist in the cost recovery of running these sessions, (185.00 per candidate per 
session) there is a cost per candidate of $35.00 + GST per session, $154.00 = 4 ses-
sions).  Upon receipt of your acceptance to attend the practice exams you will be invoiced 
by the Division.

 

 
If you wish to participate in the Practice Clinical Exams please phone the Division office 
and register your interest. Phone:  03 5126 2899. 
Priority for attendance will be given to those sitting their FRACGP exam in October 
2007..  
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MESSAGE FROM  

THE CEO  
 

DR ROD WELLARD  

The annual marketing and recruitment  
campaign to attract HMOs to general practice and 
to apply for training in rural locations was completed 
recently and Iôm pleased to say that we have  
attracted 33 first preference applications for 2008.  
This consists of 8 Australian Graduates and 25  
International Medical Graduates.  The applications 
are initially screened by GPET and ranked in order 
of merit. Applicants have the opportunity to  
review and change their preferences. RTPs are 
then allocated applicants to interview based on their 
intake quota.   
 
The Boardôs annual Education and Planning Day 
was held on the 12th June.  It included a  
stimulating panel discussion with Dick Stanistreet, 
former Chairman of the Gippsland Water Board, Ian 
Needham, Board member of Gippsland Lifeline, and 
Kris Honey, consultant to many not-for-profit  
organisations.  The discussion focused on principles 
of governance and the legal, ethical and fiduciary  
responsibilities of Board directors.  All concerned 
felt that the day was very successful in providing an 
opportunity for the Board to refine its governance 
policies and future priorities of getGP.     
 
Now that the FACRRM has been recognised as an 
end point certification for vocational recognition as a 
general practitioner; getGP will need to adapt and 
modify its education and training activities to ensure 
that the requirements for FACRRM are able to be 
met . getGP policy has been that all practices are  
accredited by both the RACGP and ACRRM;  
however there will be a need to align our program to 
ACRRM curriculum and assessment requirements, 
ensure that this is reflected in GPRime, and make 
arrangements with ACRRM for registrar activity data 

in GPRime to be integrated with RRMEO, ACRRMôs 
on-line education system. 
 
getGP recently played host to a meeting of  
approximately 16 GPs with an AMC accreditation 
team which visited Gippsland to review the  
development of the new medical school curriculum 
to commence at Monash University in 2008.  The 
AMC team were anxious to canvass views about 
the curriculum and clinical attachments, etc.  
 
At a national level a GPET Education Summit to be 
held July 24th will focus squarely on the issue of  
future clinical attachments in general practice and 
community settings in light of what has been called 
the ótsunamiô of future medical students which will 
flow through in the next few years. Locally, this will 
be a priority for the getGP Board and its network of 
practices. It will require adaptation in terms of  
managing greater numbers, developing new models 
of teaching and supervision and achieving better 
integration between undergraduate and  
postgraduate vocational training. 
 
Iôd like to extend a warm welcome to Melanie Van 
Tonder to getGP who has been appointed to the 
position of Administrative Assistant/Receptionist, 
replacing Jessica Gannon.  
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS  

To Dr Peter Stevens who has received the Rural Workforce Agency Victoria 
(RWAV) award for his Outstanding Contribution to Rural Communities.  
On behalf of getGP and the Heyfield community we thank him for his  
involvement and know that he is most deserving of such an award.  
Congratulations, Dr Peter Stevens.  


